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sort of law is this ? There are no cossacks left in the village,
md Gregor's returned and won't leave his wife's side. How
fre we to live ? Even if he is wounded, even if there's only
ialf of him left, we'd be glad to have our pleasure of that
tialf. Tell him not to go into the village at night, or we'll
:atch him and he'll suffer for it.' I told them: ' No, my
jirls; our Gregor only plays about in other villages, but
when he's at home he clings to Natalia's petticoat and won't
leave her.'"
" You are a bitch I" Gregor remarked, laughing with
imusement.
" I am what I am. But your lawful wedded Natalia, the
andefiled, she gave you a good talking-to yesterday, and
pou won't be going beyond the law!"
" Don't meddle in other people's affairs, Daria!"
" I'm not. I only meant to say that your Natalia's a
fool.. Her husband comes home, and she goes for him, weeps
and lies down on the chest like a farthing gingerbread. I
Wouldn't deny myself a cossack if I got the chance; I'd
put even a brave fellow like you to fear___" She grated her
teeth, laughed aloud, and went.off to the hut, looking back
and laughing at the embarrassed Gregor.
" You were happy in dying when you did, brother Piotra,"
Gregor thought. " That Dana's not a woman but a she-
devil she'd have been the cause of his death in any case
sooner or later."